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KONAWE EXPEDITION 2018
EXPLORING A LOST WORLD
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

the explorer

Evrard Wendenbaum and the Naturevolution association will set off
in late 2018 on a large, multidisciplinary scientific expedition to the Indonesian island of
Sulawesi (formerly Celebes), to explore the island’s largest area of primary forest.
Tucked away in one of the most exceptionally biodiverse but endangered regions of the
world, this hard to reach, unexplored landscape is bursting with secrets just waiting to be
uncovered (new species, rupestrian paintings, etc.)
The primary objective of the mission: to show that this lost world is in urgent need of
protection and should be classified as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

1200 KM2 OF

UNEXPLORED KARST

A TEAM OF

SPECIALISTS

in difficult terrain

explorers, speleologists,
scientists, logisticians

A SANCTUARY

6 WEEKS

OF BIODIVERSITY

which urgently needs
conservation

OF EXPLORATION

on land, underground,
underwater and in the canopy
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WALLACEA

A UNIQUE BIODIVERSITY
there is

a transition zone between the biogeographic regions of Southeast Asia and New Guinea. This
region is called Wallacea, in tribute to the professor A.R. Wallace who, after studying in the zone and coming to
the same conclusions as Charles Darwin concerning the evolutionary process, wrote him a letter in 1858 which
would push him into publishing his famous theory.
Located in the very centre of the transition zone, the island of Sulawesi
has been subject to unusual geological conditions, leading to a significant
diversification of flora and fauna and an extraordinary number of endemic
species.

98% of mammals
ONE THIRD of birds
80% of amphibians

THE KONAWE EXPEDITION
aims to uncover the secrets of
Wallacea’s richest and most
dramatic landscapes.
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ENDEMIC

to Sulawesi

KARSTIC MOUNTAIN RANGES
CORAL REEFS
MANGROVES & ESTUARIES
FOREST CANOPIES
CAVE NETWORKS
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SCIENTIFIC OBJECTIVES
HUMANS
AND NATURE
MINES AND PLANTATIONS

Study the impact of mines and
plantations on the endangered
zones of Matarape Bay and the
mangroves of the Lasolo Delta

HUMAN ACTIVITY

Investigate
the
effect
of
human activity on the diversity
and composition of animal
communities
in
different
habitats

ROLE OF ECOSYSTEMS

Analyse the benefits obtained
from the ecosystem by the local
inhabitants

HIDDEN
WORLDS

BIODIVERSITY

ARCHEOLOGY

Describe and take a census of
archaeological
remains
and
prospect for new sites

SPELEOLOGY

Explore
and
deepen
our
knowledge of the cave networks
beneath the Matarombeo Massif

LIFE UNDERGROUND

Create a preliminary
underground fauna
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EVOLUTION OF SPECIES

Study the impact of geographic
isolation and elevation gradients on
species diversity

BIODIVERSITY INVENTORY

Draw up a comprehensive inventory
of biodiversity for all natural habitats
found throughout Konawe.

EMBLEMATIC SPECIES

list

of

Study the density and the distribution
of
certain
species
potentially
considered as “umbrella species”

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION AND PHYSICAL FEATS
FOR AN EXCEPTIONAL EXPEDITION

exploration
Of the canopy / a helium balloon for
studying the biotope in the trees.
On land / kayakers and climbers to
help researchers access the most
remote locations.
Underground / speleologists
chart the vast cave systems.

to

Underwater / rebreather divers to
conduct new investigations into
marine animal behaviour.

Filming

science
Camera traps / a network of 100 camera
traps to capture the movements and
behaviours of animals in the canopy.

Bullet shot / a network of GoPro cameras
will capture the movements of secretive
creatures for the first time in slow motion
and “Matrix” mode.

3D acoustics / ultrasensitive microphones
to record the sounds of the forest and the
coral reefs in 3D.

VR 360° / ultra-high-definition cameras
systems will capture new images of the
rainforest in virtual reality.

Environmental DNA / a pioneer use of
DNA sequencing to analyse the biodiversity
of an ecosystem.

Night shot / special cameras for filming
nocturnal animals.
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« La Bulle des cimes », helium balloon for canopy studies - photo © Dany Cleyet-Marrel
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ADVENTURERS

ON A SPECTACULAR MISSION
In a time when the globe is facing unprecedented challenges, whether due to climate change or the rapid decline of biodiversity, 80 individuals,
sent out by the Naturevolution association and led by explorer Evrard Wendenbaum, will work together for 8 weeks to complete their challenging
mission and shine the spotlight on a region of outstanding natural beauty, in order to facilitate its conservation.

EVRARD WENDENBAUM

PARTICIPANTS
Scientists and assistant researchers: over thirty
international researchers will develop their research
assignments in the area. They will be assisted in their daily
tasks by around 20 students and ecovolunteers.

The leader of this
great expedition

Media professionals: a team of a dozen individuals will
ensure that the events of the expedition are captured and
shared across all media platforms. The team will consist of
7 people filming a primetime documentary, which is to be aired
on ARTE, as well as 2 photographers and an illustrator. Lastly, there
are 2 journalists/bloggers, who will keep an online diary in addition
to producing a mini-series, which will be shared on social media.

A scientist by training, Evrard is a
modern day adventurer. For the past
twenty years he has been leading
expeditions to some of the hardest to
reach corners of our planet.

Committed to the cause of nature,
he is the head of the environmental
association Naturevolution and the
driving force behind Lost Worlds,
a project to preserve the planet’s
remaining undiscovered territories and
their biodiversity.

“The French Doctor
of biodiversity”

Logisticians : a group of twenty logisticians will take care
of the security, supplies, meals, power, etc. ensuring a
smooth and successful expedition.

Géo
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COMMUNICATION PLAN
& MEDIA COVERAGE

the day-to-day activities

of the expedition will
be publicised throughout its duration, and broadcast in a
variety of formats upon return, for maximal media exposure.

TEMPORARY EXHIBITION

90MIN

PRIMETIME DOCUMENTARY

14 MONTHS

Musée des Confluences in Lyon

Shown on ARTE and Ushuaia TV as
well as internationally

Hundreds of thousands of visitors

1 million viewers

RADIO TIME
AND TELEVISION SLOTS

DAILY COVERAGE

ON SOCIAL NETWORKS

Before, during and after the expedition

Before, during and after the
expedition

Hundreds of thousands
of listeners/viewers

CONFERENCES &

PRESS ARTICLES

PUBLIC SPEECHES

General and specialist press

Businesses, general public, schools

Hundreds of thousands of readers

Tens of thousands of listeners

WEB-SERIES

PARTICIPATION IN

NUMEROUS FESTIVALS

10 EPISODES

Share through social media

Adventure, nature, travel and science festivals

Tens of thousands of views

Tens of thousands reached
12

13
12

14

BUDGET

31%

Equipment

FORECAST

TOTAL COST OF 1 M€
of which 500k€ remain to be covered

3%

Other

22%

4%

Transport

Board and lodging

7%

Contingency

34%

Salaries

15

naturevolution

will celebrate its 10 year anniversary in 2019. Over the years, a
large variety of public and private institutions, businesses and media professionals have
got behind us in our mission to explore and protect the last remaining Lost Worlds.

FINANCIAL
PARTNERS

OUR PARTNERS

THEY ALREADY SUPPORT US

MEDIA
PARTNERS
INSTITUTIONAL
PARTNERS

TECHNICAL
PARTNERS

This English translation has been possible thanks to the PerMondo project: Free translation of website and
documents for non-profit organisations. A project managed by Mondo Agit. Translator: Andrew Christou

16

17

OUR PREVIOUS SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITIONS
SCORESBY 2016

MATAROMBEO 2014

MAKAY 2010/2011/2017

Scientific expedition to the world’s
largest fjord system.

Scientific expedition to unexplored
and hard to reach karst terrain on the
island of Sulawesi.

Four large scientific expeditions to the
Makay mountain range.

GREENLAND

Study of glacier mechanics, icebergs,
underwater acoustics and arctic
biodiversity.
Speleology and diving beneath the
glacier, exploration of unknown
territories.

INDONESIA

First archaeological and biological
studies conducted in the region.
First images and video footage of the
Anoa, a bovid endemic to the island.
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MADAGASCAR

Discovery of over 80 new species and
the island’s first rupestrian paintings.
Production of a 3D adventure
documentary by Canal+, a coffee table
book, as well as exhibitions.

BE A PART OF THE ADVENTURE!
Join us and enhance the image of your business by becoming the privileged partner of an inspiring scientific,
ethical and intrepid adventure, and associate your logo with an ambitious and meaningful project that stands in
defence of nature and promote the values of optimism, action, innovation and commitment.
Together with us, make a stand for nature!

ADVERTISE YOUR COMMITMENT
TO THE ENVIRONMENT

MOBILISE AND

BENEFIT FROM

UNITE YOUR STAFF

EXCLUSIVE CONTENT

Promote your business in all of our
communications as well as our
expedition resources.

Enjoy high-quality team building
sessions with Evrard Wendenbaum
on the expedition sites.

Receive videos to share on social
media.

Associate your business with the
expedition media campaign.

Send a colleague on one of our
expeditions.

Take part in high-impact media
events (expedition launch receptions, press conferences, exhibition
openings, etc.)

Take advantage of conferences on
leadership and exploration for your
managers.

AND GAIN EXPOSURE

Invite your colleagues and clients
to private screenings and photo
presentations at your business
premises.
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Share
original
articles
and
photographs in your publications.
Make use of our copyright free
pictures in your communications.
Offer business gifts (DVDs, books,
calendars, etc.)
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Naturevolution is a non-profit organisation created in 2009 by the explorer Evrard
Wendenbaum with the goal of raising awareness of the natural world and protecting
unreached wildlife. Tucked away in the hardest to reach corners of the globe, these
unexplored landscapes, the last remaining sanctuaries of exceptional biodiversity,
are facing a serious threat, many of them having already disappeared. Naturevolution
is notable for creating and managing the protected area of Makay in Madagascar.

